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TJTHOR'S PREFACE 



I have tried to make this book deal as far as possible 
with matters of fact and experience, and have addressed 
it, I fear at times somewhat colloquially, to an imaginary 
reader, in the hope of avoiding * too much stiffness * 
in composition. Writing about religion is at best an 
unsatisfactory enterprise. It is like trying to arrange 
a marriage by correspondence, or to teach chemistry 
without a laboratory, or to make a catalogue of choicest 
rose-blooms. The only function such a treatise as 
that which follows can possibly serve will perhaps be 
to map out the ground ahead for the future adventures 
of others. With this apology, I would humbly leave 
what I have written to find its own level. May the 
Great Head of the Family pardon the errors of His 
most unworthy son. 

A. C. B. 

Cambridge, Lent, 1919. 

N.B.—I am indebted to the Rev. Eric Milner-White / 
for reading the MS. and making suggestions. My 
indebtedness to contemporary thought will be manifest 
to most people. 
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Judici Novo Severissimo 

There's a new tribunal now, 

Higher than God's, — the educated man's ! 

"The Ring and the Book, Canto X. 



Digitized by Google 



CHAPTER I: THE CASfe-. FOR 
religion / 

'We are born believing. A man bears belief/ as a 
tree bears apples.' — Emerson. 

i God never wrought miracle to convince atheism; 
because his ordinary works convince it.* — Bacon,* 
Essays. 

Why should I take any notice of religion ? The question 
is a fair one, and is often asked. But it would never 
be asked as often as it is, if people understood 
the meaning of the word in question. Let us there- 
fore begin at the very beginning and try to find this 
out first of all. 

Biologists say that life consists at its root of what 
they call * irritability/ which does not mean * bad 
temper/ but is a technical phrase, and really means 
' responsiveness.' Life is response to surroundings, 
correspondence with environment. As living beings de- 
velop, they come into contact with one element after 
another in their environment, and are compelled to 
adapt themselves to each in turn, if they are to remain 
in harmony with it. The more highly an organism 
develops, the more responsive does it become, — and 
conversely, the lower it sinks, the narrower is the 
range of its correspondence. The highest life would 
be the complete correspondence of the perfected being 
with the whole of its possible environment. 

Now environment is made up of many things. If 
you sit in a room in front of a lighted candle, you notice 
that the space above the flame shows ripples, just as 
water does when some one is swimming in it. That 
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THE GREAJJE& RELATIONSHIP 

shows you that ^pgLceHs'full of matter in a gaseous form. 
Your body,ji( *$fct; is as much involved in matter as it 
sits there a$ l( it" were a fish in water, or a fly in amber, 
except \hat the state of matter in each of the three 
C£*s$! # .is 'different. 1 But you are not the same as your 
Ja^dy'. You are conscious of yourself, and you speak 
.of i my body/ Who is it that says * my ' ? It is you 
yourself. You feel yourself to be different in some way 
from the stuff in which you are involved,, and you are 
conscious already of two relationships, first that of \ 
yourself to your body, and second that of yourself 
through your body to the world of matter outside your 
body. Of what else are you conscious ? Well, I 
imagine you are conscious of the existence of other 
beings like yourself. You call them ' persons/ and 
therefore I suppose you would call yourself a person 
as well. At any rate, it will be convenient to assume 
this. The old word ' persona 9 meant a legal individual 
capable of holding property, but when we ourselves 
speak of a person we can scarcely be content with 
this definition. It is hard to find a really simple way 
of saying what is meant by personality, and I do not 
think we shall get much nearer than the old statement 
that personality is the combination of certain tendencies 
in one single consciousness. Your environment then 
consists of 

1. Matter. 

2. Persons. 

Let us stay a moment over each of these. 

1 Mendeleeff has even suggested that the so-called ether, 
which is present everywhere, and fills the airless spaces beyond 
the atmosphere of the earth, is really a gas itself, of the same 
family as the gaseous element, argon. 

2 
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THE CASE FOR RELIGION 

What do you know about matter ? Well, if you 
have ever tried to study it, you will have found that 
matter can only be described through the matter which 
we in our bodies control, and through our bodies in 
their turn being used to control pieces of matter— e.g., 
you only know the colour of the table-cloth through your 
eye, which is a fleshy lens, and you only know the tex- 
ture of the cloth by your body making matter into a 
magnifying glass. But your use of matter to help you 
to know matter is capable of such, enormous develop- 
ment that by taking advantage of the latter you can 
if you choose arrive at some useful conclusions. These 
we know as the laws of nature. They are not really 
laws, but simply the conclusions which your personality 
has drawn from the evidence brought to it by the nerves 
of the body, as to the way in which things are made 
and happen, and they are constantly in need of revision. 
In regard to matter, however, it would seem that what 
we are accustomed to call solids do not exist. All 
that is is in motion, and colour, light, and other radia- 
tions are due to disturbances caused by change in the 
motion. Indeed, it is probable that the whole of what 
we call the various forms of matter are really different 
arrangements of some one simple substance, of which 
at present, however, we know next to nothing, for to 
call it electricity is really no final explanation. There 
are some persons who believe that all that exists can 
be explained in terms of this simple substance, and 
these people call themselves Monists (Greek, monos, 
one), and are more often called materialists. It does 
not, however, seem possible that they should be right, 
as we shall see in a moment, and in any case they are 
at present a minority. 

3 
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What do you know about persons ? Well, you are 
conscious of yourself and of other persons, and this 
consciousness is a property which is shared by other 
persons. Moreover, this common consciousness is not 
confined to matter and to persons as they exist. For 
it contends, taken as a whole : 

1. That persons as distinct from their bodies are 
indestructible. 

2. That such persons share certain conflicting 
tendencies — to wit, the instinct of self-preservation, 
which is opposed in them by the strong instinct to 
create something at all costs, and further by the firm 
belief in the absolute value of truth, beauty, and 
goodness. 

3. That such persons are distinguished by their 
power to win freedom of action, and by their com- 
bination in one consciousness of a reason, a will, and a 
love. 

4. That there exists a Person greater than any of 
the individual persons concerned, who is the Source 
and Controlling Purpose of all else that exists. 

This fourfold belief is held, at any rate uncon- 
sciously, by the great majority of people, and they may 
be conveniently called Personalists. It is plain that 
they are more likely to be right than the Monists, since 
they recognise what the latter ignore, i.e. the facts of 
personal consciousness and of what are called absolute 
and everlasting values. The only way in which the 
Monists could be right would be if they were to deny 
substance as distinct from persons, and say that the 
whole universe could only be described in terms of 
Personality, and that nothing but persons existed. 
As a matter of fact, however, it does not seem likely 
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that cither matter or persons will ever be really 
explained out of existence. 1 

We do not know the origin of the word ' religion.' 
It admits of two explanations, but these need not 
trouble us, since there is no doubt whatever that for 
well over a thousand years the word has been used 
to denote a link or binding relationship, guarding any 
being who recognises it against self-centredness. Life, 
in fact, as the sum-total of all possible relationships, 
must be religious if it is to be healthy. Being irreligious 
means to turn inward and to become cramped and 
morbid. Any relationship involving at least one 
conscious being may really be called a * religion/ 
The relation of an ant to its community, of a bee to 
a hive, of a lioness to her cubs, of a hen to her chickens, 
these are rudimentary but quite real * religions.' In 
ascending order we may also describe as * religions ' 
the relationship of a dog to his master, of a work- 
man to his tools, of the scientist to his quest, of the 
idealist to his cause, of the husband to his wife, of the 
parent to the child. All these are genuine ' religions,' 
or links and correspondences. 

By common usage and agreement, however, the term 
religion is restricted to the highest and greatest of all 
relationships, namely, that between the Person who 
stands first in the universe and all other persons. In 

1 It would not be right to ignore the fact that some indi- 
viduals deny the existence of the Personal God, but admit the 
existence of finite persons. This seems to ignore the experiences 
of countless myriads of other individuals, as also the reasonings 
which point in the direction of the existence of the Personal 
God. But it is at any jrate| better | to [admit atheistically a 
plurality of persons, or a Godjwho is merely a synthesis of 
persons, than to deny personality altogether. 

s 
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other words, to be religious is both to recognise and 
practise the Greatest Relationship, that between God 
and man. This relationship, once it is admitted, in- 
cludes, as is plain, all other relationships, since God is 
the source of all Being. The external world as known 
to us is, in fact, the furniture of His House, and its 
impersonal, inanimate, and abstract contents are under 
our stewardship, so that in steadfast devotion to them 
many of us are all unknowingly serving their owner. 

If you ask, then, ' Why should I take any notice of 
religion ? ' the answer is : ' Because you cannot help 
it.' Religion is not what some people think it to be, 
a mere * side-show,' or subsidiary (Jepartment of life, 
reserved for those who like church services and that 
sort of thing. Religion is, on the contrary, a way of 
looking at life arf a whole. It is something which you 
either support or fight against. Indifference is really 
opposition. There is no half-way house. 

A Spanish religious leader (an ex-soldier) once 
wrote as follows : * Man was created to praise, do 
reverence to, and serve God our Lord. . . . And other 
things on the face of the earth were created for man's 
sake, and to help him in the following out of the end 
for which he was created. Hence it follows that man 
should make use of creatures so far as they do help 
him towards his end, and withdraw from them so far 
as they are a hindrance to him in regard of that end. 
Wherefore it is necessary to make ourselves detached 
in regard of all created things — in all that is left to the 
liberty of our free will. ... So that we, on our part, 
should not wish for health rather than sickness, for 
riches rather than poverty, for honour rather than 
ignominy, for a long life rather than a short life, and 
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so in all matters, solely desiring and choosing those 
things which may better lead us to the end for which 
we were created.' You will do well to weigh these 
words very carefully. It is said 1 that a sailor boy who 
came to stay at a clergy-house was once given this 
passage to read, and left to himself. A short time 
after he was found in a violent state of excitement. 
On being asked what he had been doing, he said, * I 
stamped up and down the room, saying, " Damn it, 
it's true ; damn it, it's true ! " ' I am not asking you 
to imitate him, but I only hope you will see the point 
as clearly as he did ! 

All life is religious. It is religious to clean a gun, 
or write a letter, or play a hand at bridge, or mend a 
boot, or audit accounts, or govern a city, or serve in a 
butcher's shop, or do scientific research, provided that 
each particular action is undertaken in accordance 
with the will of God and for His glory. 

A further question is often asked : * Does not 
" being religious " mean " being good " or " doing 
good " i ' The answer to, this is * certainly not,' if 
the good is to be judged by our own human standards 
of achievement. To be good is much easier for some 
persons than for others. Everyone can try, but all 
will not succeed, and God is much more interested in 
attempts than in results. 

What matter 
To win or lose the whole 
As judged by the little judges 
Who hearken not well, nor see : 
Not thus, by the outer issue, 
The Wise shall interpret thee. 

1 Rickaby, Ignatius Loyola. S.E. 
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Moreover, the word 'good' itself has many different 
meanings, so that according to various standards 
being good may mean behaving respectably, or being 
easy-going, or pleasing the majority, and all these 
three are not necessarily religious modes of action, 
even if we are unable to. say anything worse about them. 
To be religious means essentially to try to live the whole 
of one 9 s life in conscious relationship to God> and so to 
try in everything to do His will, to respond to His Love, 
and to work in partnership with His purpose. It does 
not take very much of a person to be religious, but it 
takes the whole of him, because it involves his behaviour 
towards the Person with whom every part of him is 
concerned. It is absolutely necessary, however, that 
in this matter people should avoid sitting in judgment 
on one another. There is no reason at all, for instance, 
for comparing unfavourably a rather naughty but 
loving-hearted boy, who struggles frequently to over- 
come temptation, with a moral iceberg who has fewer 
inclinations to wickedness. In God's estimate the 
former is worth quite as much as, and indeed perhaps 
a good deal more than, the latter. My memory reverts 
to a * death-or-glory boy ' who once rolled into my 
hospital office and sat by the fire, chatting. Actually 
I think he was a criminal defective. He was the sole 
offspring of a rather vicious steeplejack, and since the 
age of thirteen had spent most of his life either in 
prison, a reformatory, or the army. We talked a 
little, and he told me his record quite frankly, and 
presently while I wrote a letter he stretched out and 
picked up a well-known book of mystical tales which 
was lying on the table. This he blundered through 
for a few minutes until he came to one which told how 
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THE CASE FOR RELIGION 

a village boy of his own type had once set up a shrine 
on Christmas eve and. said his prayers at it. I heard 
him stumble through it, and then he put the book 
down with a snap and said, * Fm a pretty desprit 
feller, sir, but if I'd been started right a bit younger, 
I might ha* bin religious.' The next day he was given 
short leave, from which he failed to return, and even- 
tually his arrest for a really serious offence followed. I 
did not expect that our conversation together would 
have made any impression upon him, and I was some- 
what surprised to receive from him in the interval 
between his departure and his arrest a letter containing 
a fairly truthful account of what he was intending 
to do, begging that I would forgive him and pray for 
him, and if he shot himself would I see that his debts 
were paid out of the balance at his quartermaster's ? 
I do not suppose this lad will ever, in this world, 
be anything but a convict, but even, he had the 
glimmering sense as a naughty child that there 
was Some One who cared and counted, and who 
had to be treated with frankness (through his ac- 
credited ambassador), although, I fancy, most people 
would not have looked for this trait in reckoning 
up his character. This at the one end of the scale. 
At the other end I can recall a goodly company of 
versatile and vivacious lads whose many qualities 
v seemed sprawling aimlessly in opposing direc- 
tions, until they were gathered up and directed 
upon a definite purpose by the inspiring call of the 
Divine Lover of men. The effect of religion in its 
true meaning upon any given individual is to light 
up his character and enhance his virtues. The 
quality and degree of creative output in his life is 
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increased. 1 Perhaps we may sum up by saying that the 
recognition of the Divine Presence makes a bad person 
intermittently 2 instead of consistently bad, or bad in 
spite of himself, while it unifies and strengthens a good 
person and so makes him better and more humble. 
The fruits of the Spirit are love, joy, peace, kindness, 
benevolence, good faith,' meekness, self-control; and 
these, it must be admitted, cover an immense area 
of activity. Yet religion is a relationship, and must 
be entered upon for its own sake, and not because of 
the results which flow from it. A man should love 
his wife not because she keeps him straight, but because 
she is herself — his wife. Even so must a man strive 
to love God — because God is Himself. 

1 This argument has sometimes been rather vulgarly pressed 
in the United States, where people are advised to engage a 
Christian young man, as he will do more work for the money, 
and increase the turnover. Abusus non tollit usutn. It is 
at any rate true that if you take a bunch of men and weed out 
the ones who respect the God-sense within them, they will be 
the people on whom you can depend. 

a Thus Romans vii. w. 15-25. 
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^JHAPTER II : THE GOD-SENSE 

' Experience bows a sweet contented face, 
Still setting to her seal that God is true.' 

Christina Rossetti. 

All normal people have some sense of God, even those 
savages who think of Him as a Ghost or Bogey, and 
modern men at the other end of the scale, who, because 
the term * God ' has become so cheapened and vul- 
garised, prefer to express their belief in His Reality 
by using some other phrase. The God-sense in the 
majority of people is not very strong. Like moral 
courage, it is, as a .natural endowment, stronger in 
women than men. It develops later than other senses, 
and like many of the higher and perhaps, as we should 
say, more refined faculties, it needs to be very carefully 
drawn out and trained. Few individuals will be found 
defective, but just as there exist those who are colour- 
blind or stone-deaf, so there are some who seem born 
atheists. Such persons, however, like albinos, are rare. 
It is more often the case that the apparent atheist is 
either a sad instance of sheer conscious opposition to 
God, like that of the devils who believe intensely but 
tremble, or that his god-consciousness has atrophied 
or been perverted. The range of the human mind is 
limited, and it is quite possible for many persons to be 
so much absorbed in one particular function or view of 
existence as to have no leisure for other things. The 
cares and riches and pleasures of life choke the word. 
People often cease to * carry on ' with certain faculties. 1 

1 E.g., the well-known case of Charles Darwin. Soldiers 
will be able to find instances in their own experience of military 
service and its extinction of all other interests. 
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As to the God-sense, the great majority of normal 
folk are listless so far as its development is concerned, 
unless something occurs to arouse their interest in it. 
The average individual assumes the existence of God, 
but does not seek to open u^ relations with Him. 
Similarly he often says about a garden that he likes 
to see the flowers growing there, but has no active 
interest in caring for them. The average individual is 
only mildly interested in religion, just as he is mildly 
interested in hard work (he is probably too good- 
natured to want to be very rich) or in poetry or politics 
or music or higher education. He never thinks of 
life as a reasoned whole, fitly joined together and 
animated by the controlling Presence of the Divine 
Spirit. Life to him is a series of loosely associated com- 
partments, and religion (which means church services 
or some form of abstinence) is merely one compart- 
ment, and not a very useful one at that. If it is 
ever true that curates are mild, the reason will, I 
fear, be found in the fact that they themselves share 
this unhappy departmental professionalism, and, if 
they are to be effective, they must rid themselves 
of it. I shrewdly suspect, however, that in many 
cases the boot is on the other leg, and that it is 
the worldly men and women who are mild. There 
is a fierce unity of life, as has well been seen, about 
the patriot with his back to the wall, and there is 
a fierce unity about the life of the religious en- 
thusiast. It is no mere accidental comparison, that 
between the thin grey line on the battlefield and 
the thin black line in the slums. The gentleness 
of the faithful clergy is a fierce gentleness, as of 
men who have seen life as a whole, and know that 
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through it there runs the golden thread of one Great 
Purpose. 

And where He died would I also die, 

For dearer a grave beside Him 
Than a kingly throne among living men, 

The place which they denied Him. 

Life to the man in whom God's Presence has become 
central assumes a wholeness and completeness. It is 
a sentence with a meaning, not a mere jumble of mean- 
ingless block-letters and words. All interests group 
round and centre upon the recognition of the Divine 
Presence. The individual then plays hockey or oils 
his engine to the glory of God, to the glory of God he 
types correspondence or makes bricks, to the glory of 
God he pursues the search for truth with joyful yet 
unrelenting accuracy in the labyrinths of scientific 
research, to the glory of God he cheerfully wastes his 
medical skill (as some would think) in a town practice 
where the bad debts are nearly as numerous as the 
small patients, or renounces promotion in exchange for 
exile to some fever-stricken station on the far seas. 

Now all this is preamble, which I would have you 
read over, and then consider whether you do not think 
it is true. For if you think it true, I fancy that you 
will feel yourself impelled to ask another question : 

How can I get and keep in conscious touch with 
God? 

But before you can bring yourself to ask this question, 
I think that you will first need to dispose of a few 
objections which are probably rising in your mind. 
Perhaps you feel inclined to express yourself somewhat 
in this way : * I follow your argument thus far :] You 
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say life is the sum of relationships. I grant you that. 
You say that personal relationship is the essence of 
religion. I agree. You say that a loving character 
is worth more than good behaviour, and I am rather 
surprised to find you so broad-minded. But when you 
come to talk about the Divine Presence — I stick a little. 
There are times when I thought I felt it — sunsets, you 
know, and soft music and my mother's voice, and 
things of that sort. But the feeling did not last ; and 
it really seems rather vague— like a Scotch mist, only 
less penetrating. Can't you give one something a little 
more concrete ? Moreover, my experience of a good 
many so-called religious people is that they are both 
unhealthy and unattractive.' 

I hope you will let me answer these objections 
briefly, and one by one. 

As to the vagueness of the Divine Presence. Are 
not many of the most real things invisible, or at any 
rate only perceptible to trained senses ? The cry of 
the bat is pitched so high that the ear often cannot 
register it at all. What a sailor's keen sight is trained 
to observe easily, a landsman will not be able to perceive 
faintly. Air and sound-waves are real though invisible. 
Thought is invisible though real. Certain rays of 
light are not visible to the eye in a spectrum, yet they 
are able to penetrate solid matter. When you leave your 
body and it dies, no one will see your spirit depart, 
and yet without your invisible personality, your body 
is a mere aggregation of dead atoms. Be careful, there- 
fore, when you speak of the Divine Presence as vague. 
There is no real reason why you should. 

As to the fleeting and fluctuating character of 
religious perceptions. This cannot be denied ; yet it 
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is no argument against their reality. Swinburne's 
poetic inspiration was a transient thing, and in this 
respect the last thirty years of his life were virtually 
one long silence. Musicians do not compose or play 
miraculously to order, but only when the mood or fancy 
or inspiration takes hold of them. The vicar does 
not preach a good sermon every Sunday. The athlete 
is sometimes * off his game/ It is not always June. 
We are bound to judge of reality by our perceptions 
of it in our highest and best moments, not in those 
when we are jaded, or replete with the comforts which 
deaden the spiritual faculties. What is called spiritual 
dryness or the dark night of the soul is a well-known 
trouble that may beset even the very greatest saints, 
and no ordinary individual need be alarmed or think 
that he has become an atheist in a lone and unfriendly 
universe, merely because he . suddenly finds himself 
too much fatigued or preoccupied to be able to stir 
himself to any appreciable degree of spiritual warmth. 
It is at this point that fellowship can prove most valuable, 
as we shall see later on. 

As to the unhealthiness and unattractiveness of 
so-called religious people. I fear I am tempted, in the 
face of this kind of objection, to carry the war into the 
enemy's country and say, What about the unattractive- 
ness of non-religious people ? Is the tolerance and 
appreciation to be all on one side ? The highest works 
of art are not those which please the popular taste. 
Nevertheless I have no reason for refusing to admit 
that there is much truth in the allegation, and it is t 
capable of three explanations. 

1. A wrong popular definition of religion. 

2. Exaggeration and lack of balance. 
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3. Confusion between the person bearing a label 
and the genuine article. 

In the first place, you cannot appreciate what you 
do not expect to find. Many people, for instance, look 
for moral perfection in a religious person instead of 
effort, and are disappointed when they do not find it ; 
while others confuse religion with deyotionalism, which 
is an entire and serious mistake, since devotionalism is 
a matter of temperament, and all varieties of tempera- 
ment can be embraced within the' limits of religion. 
If you look back at the first chapter you will see what 
I mean. 

In the second place, anyone who becomes obsessed 
with a fixed idea is unhealthy, and the person who has 
a mania for attending daily services or distributing 
tracts or talking ritualism or catechising people about 
their salvation is really no worse than the golf maniac or 
the bridge maniac — or the girl maniac ! Is he ? The 
really religious person sees life steadily as a whole. 

The third explanation may perhaps best be given 
by a concrete instance. I believe one of the oldest 
arguments against pioneer missionary work is the 
alleged dishonesty of converts (such, for instance, as 
Hindu Christian servants). Now, setting aside the 
fact that dishonesty in the East corresponds with 
drunkenness, anger, and lechery in the West (i.e. it is a 
capital sin, and one which you cannot expect to see 
eradicated in one generation of Christian influence, or 
even two), there is a much stronger and more obvious 
point. To have been educated in a school conducted 
by Christians is a very different thing from being a 
genuine Church member, yet it is quite enough to pro- 
vide one with acquaintance with Christian jargon. The 
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so-called Christian servant in most cases is not a real 
Christian at all, buf merely an Oriental trickster wjio 
is trading on his superficial knowledge in order to 
swindle the sahibs and obtain for himself a situation. 
It is a grave question whether a really wise missionary 
would advise one of his ' pucka 9 Church members to 
take service with a white family unless he actually knew 
them to be genuinely religious folk, since if this was 
not the case the convert might gain a very injurious 
impression of Christianity. The same is true in many 
ways in our own western world. The denomination is 
often a mere label, and nothing more, since the churches 
are large enough to contain many nominal members. 
Finally, would there be any justification for such logic 
as this ? : ' I once knew an officer in the British army 
who was decorated with the M.C. He had not earned 
it and was a " wash-out." I have also known several 
other officers who were no good at all. Therefore none 
of the officers in the British army are any good, and none 
of those who have been decorated have earned their 
decorations 9 : or * Officers are decorated for bravery. 
Therefore no officer who is not decorated can be brave.' 
These are obviously fallacious statements, yet they 
represent the kind of logic which is often applied to 
religious people. 

And now, having said something about your 
\ objections, I must ask you seriously : Do you really 
wish to use your God-sense, and to try to see life as 
a whole ? If you do, you must be ready to train it. 
No one, I hope, ever had the impertinence to suppose 
that he could develop a fine style and a good eye at the 
wicket without unlimited coaching and practice at the 
nets. Yet dozens of people have the impudence to 
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suppose that such things as real saintliness, and the art 
of prayer, and the steadfast sight of Him Who is invisible 
are within the reach of any man who casually chooses 
to stroll inside a church door. Man alive, it is nonsense. 
It is clean contrary to all experience, unless you are 
a religious genius. Even then it is dangerous. You 
surely do not expect to be able to treat the knowledge 
of God less seriously than a mere piece of sport ! 
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' Religion is seldom taught. It is more often caught 
from someone else who has it.' — W. R. Inge. 

If you have the God-sense within you (and remember 
that in most people it is not very strong) you are doing 
violence to your nature if you neglect to train and 
develop it, just as much as if you were to neglect your 
own mother or father. We will assume therefore that 
you are willing to give religion a trial. In this case, 
however, I must draw your attention to the motto at 
the head of this chapter. Religion is indeed caught, 
rather than taught. You will not be able to learn very 
much from merely reading this book. Make a friend 
of someone who is a leader in the spiritual life, and you 
will learn far more. All I can do for you here is to try 
to point out for you some avenues along which you 
may be able to gain insight for yourself into the Divine 
Presence. 

(i) First of all, be Natural 

Never think that there is something morbid and 
artificial in training yourself to experience God. It 
is no more artificial than training yourself to read 
and write correctly and to behave with good manners. 
Right habits can only be acquired by some sort of 
discipline and practice. Yet before you come to apply 
the discipline you must make up your mind that it 
is a natural thing. The best play in tennis and cricket 
is easy and pleasant to watch. It k a mistake to put 
too much effort into a stroke. Style rather than force 
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is the effective thing. So in religion. Don't worry 
and set your teeth and thrash yourself into believing 
in God. Be peaceful and natural, and look for His 
handiwork in the ordinary things of everyday life. 
Have you ever tried to write your own life-story ? 
It may not interest anyone beside yourself in the 
very least. But if you will take the pains to do it, you 
will certainly succeed in interesting yourself, and by 
describing your own life as a whole you will be enabled 
to see the wood as well as the individual trees. As you 
go on, you probably will be able to detect certain 
tendencies in it. One of these will be the Divine 
Purpose — or your resistance to it. Be on the look out 
for that and mark it well. 

Then, further, take note of the external world. 
If you see a beautiful woman, or a happy child, or a 
splendid landscape, if you are shown a luminous and 
wholesome truth, or witness an act of unselfishness, 
if you conceive a noble thought or hear grand words, 
whisper to yourself : * The Holy Spirit of God — showing 
Himself to me ! ' Riding through Norfolk the other 
day I came across a stretch of crimson bracken striped 
with the black and white trunks of silver birches. It 
was past me in a flash, but something inside me said 
at once : * God : God's own artistry.' I dare say you 
too have felt a like sensation. Very well. Be on the 
look out for beauty, and when you see it, bow your 
head. It is the outward and visible sign of the inward 
and spiritual Presence of the Holy Spirit. Nature is 
the Sacrament of God, and she deserves your reverence. 

Whenever you see a good picture or a fine building, 
or a stately garden, recollect that the art of man is 
inspired by God ; that good art is a sign of the Divine 
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Presence. You will be able to carry this much further 
if you consider carefully : ' Every good gift and every 
perfect boon is from above.' The Holy Spirit is the 
active inspirer of a good opera, of a cleanly-scored 
try, of a really clever joke, of the patient good temper 
of the shop-assistant who serves you, of the scien- 
tist's accuracy and the manager's thrifty organisation. 
There is nobody you meet so base and mean but a little 
of the God within him will sometimes peep out and 
bring a noble lustre to his eyes. 

These considerations will lead you quite naturally 
to be on the lookout for God. Do not expect con- 
juring tricks. It is often in little things that He will 
show Himself. It is surprising what you will notice 
if you are attentive. Actually, the question is one of 
focus. In order to see anything, the mind or eye must 
attend to it. If I hold up my fore-finger and focus 
my eye upon it, the background recedes into an in- 
distinct blur. Similarly, if I focus my eyes upon 
the background, my finger becomes secondary. The 
same law holds good with the mind. If I walk alpng 
a country road attending to birds' nests, or the various 
types of motor-car I meet, or the state of the crops, or 
the architecture of the village churches, I shall see just 
what I set out to look for, and pass the other things by 
unnoticed. If I take the same walk in order to study 
national characteristics, I may notice all the features 
enumerated and others as well, and relate them to a 
central conclusion, e.g. that the inhabitants of the 
district are thrifty or feckless. If I take my walk to 
discern the Presence and Purpose of God, and how far 
man is working with it or against it, then I shall see 
that first, and the other features only iiJ>so far as they 
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affect it, or are related to it. By simple and natural 
concentration I see what is vital to my task. The Divine 
Presence will probably appear like a sunset glow, 
tinging and transmuting the world. If you are really 
on the watch for signs of God's Presence, you will 
gradually train yourself to feel and recognise Him, and 
He will become ' pivotal.* Work and wages, places 
and people, will come to matter only as they are related 
to His Purpose. 

(n) This gives us the Real Signifi- 
cance of Meditation and Prayer 

Meditation is mind-concentration on the matters 
you think important, whether they be bank-notes, or 
potatoes, or football, or novels — or the Kingdom of 
God. Everyone indulges in meditation. In itself it 
is not a peculiarly religious process. Meditation can 
have most sinister results if the idea concentrated upon 
is a bad one, for meditation is the casting of the mental 
processes into such a groove that after a time the 
individual almost entirely ceases to control his mind, 
which continues to run in those grooves without effort, 
and sometimes even contrary to his mood for the 
moment, or to his general will and intention. Medita- 
tion upon the best things not only promotes efficiency 
in work, but dependableness and even beauty of 
character. Right meditation builds life upon the right 
lines. You cannot improve upon the advice of the 
great religious leader who wrote to his friends : * Finally, 
brothers, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things 
are honourable, whatsoever things are just, whatso- 
ever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 
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whatsoever things are of good report, if there be any 
virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things 
. . . and the God of Peace shall be with you.' 

Prayer is the actual exercise of the Greatest Re- 
lationship. It does not only mean talking or asking. 
Plainly, you cannot recognise the Presence of God 
without taking some notice of Him, or experiencing 
some message from Him. Thus your focussing of ■ 
your attention leads on inevitably to intercourse and 
response. Again I beseech you, be natural. When 
you go home to your family, you do not, I imagine, 
do all the talking. Sometimes, I suppose, you listen 
to them, and sometimes you are just content to sit 
togefher in the same room in happy peace. That is 
like prayer. It is all three things — talking, listening, 
and resting. Sometimes you will be aware of God's 
Presence with great vividness. Watch, and see whether 
you cannot detect some message from Him in the 
object of your attention or the subject of your medita- 
tions. Or again : you are alone, tired, and going to 
bed. Say to yourself, 6 1 am not really alone. There 
are two persons present.' Rest quiet in the Divine 
Presence. Commit yourself to His keeping. Sleep in 
peace. 

On the other hand, you may be in the middle of a 
tiresome wrangling discussion over a piece of business. k 
Tempers are getting strained, and you fear you are 
going to get the worst of it. Practise the focusing 
of the Divine Presence, and whatever you have to 
endure will come out in a new light. Or again, you 
may be engaged in dull routine, and desperately bored 
with your job. Recollect the Divine Presence, and 
the work, however irksome, will take on a new dignity. 
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It should be plain from this that prayer is a habit of 
mind which recognises God in all common things and 
ordinary places, and is both responsive and receptive. 



(in) A Word in Conclusion about 
Discipline 

While all of us are more than dimly conscious of the 
deadening effect of too much drill and discipline imposed 
from the outside, I am sure that we also recognise that as 
long as human nature remains what it is, no good habits 
can be acquired without some patient repetition and 
regular exercise. Experience has shown, for instance, 
the value of learning to control the ordinary appetites 
of the body. A good trooper knows that he must 
have his horse stalled and fed before he dares to look 
after himself, and a good officer knows that his first 
duty is to see to his men's billets before he looks 
after his own mess. But these necessary pieces of 
unselfishness, quite as much as well-trained rapidity 
and precision of action, are only acquired a$ habits 
after some long practice and self-discipline. The man 
who is at the mercy of feelings of hunger or fatigue, 
or who thinks he can pray at any time without a little 
ordinary trouble, will not long retain a quick or vivid 
sense of God's Presence. Do not therefore despise such 
simple things as getting up early to go to Church before 
breakfast, giving up some comfort or luxury during the 
forty days of Lent, or being regular in morning and 
evening and Sunday worship. Your moods, like your 
appetite for breakfast, will be sure to vary. Yet 
irregular prayers, like irregular meals, do not make for 
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health ; and if you do not keep some discipline over 
your thoughts, your body will rebel and get the better 
of your true self, and that, as you can see, must 
inevitably mean an inverted life, which is quite as 
dangerous and wrong as a rupture or a dislocated hip- 
joint. Part of your discipline will probably have to be 
social. Man is made to be a social creature, but he 
often rebels against the end for which he was made. 
He insists on treating other people not as fellow human 
beings, but as chiefly to be distinguished bfy the things in 
which they differ from him. Thus he thinks of them 
as Germans, or employers, or hands, or lower-class, 
or idle rich, or proletariate, or tradespeople, or servants, 
or the smart set, whereas he ought to think of them 
first as fellow human beings, with the same set of values 
and the same sense of a Personal God as himself. Ton 
must do this also. And therefore in practising the 
Presence of God you must not be unsociable, even if 
it should bore you at times to go to Evensong, or to a 
study circle, or a retreat, or to mix with people who 
are not of your own set. You must be ready to practise 
the Presence of God in company, and to follow the 
results of doing so. If you are humble, you will some- 
times find that this fellowship will help you when you 
are feeling cold-hearted or dim-sighted. 

Note finally : It is far more important to find your 
way into the Presence of God and to learn to live there, 
than to know exactly what to say when you arrive. 
I can imagine God sometimes growing tired of the 
incessant sound of human voices. If you wish for 
something on which to meditate, take the following 
passages, learn them by heart, and think them over. 
They were written for all time. 
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Psalm 139, verses 1 to 18. 

0 Lord, thou hast searched me out, and known me; 
Thou knowest my down-sitting and up-rising: thou 

understandest my thought afar off. 
Thou searchest out my path and my bed, and art 

acquainted with all my ways. 
For there is not a word in my tongue, but lo, O Lord, 

thou knowest it altogether. 
Thou hast fashioned me behind and before, and laid 

thine hand upon me. 
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me ; it is high, 

I cannot attain unto it. 
Whither shall I go from thy spirit ? or whither shall 

I flee from thy presence i 
If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there : if I make 

my bed in the depths, behold thou art there. 
If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the 

uttermost parts of the sea ; 
Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand 

shall hold me. 
If I say, Surely the darkness shall overwhelm me, then 

the night shall be light about me ; 
Even the darkness hideth not from thee, but the night 

is as clear as the day ; 
The darkness and light to thee are both alike. 
Thou hast formed my limbs : thou didst knit me 

together in my mother's womb. 

1 will give thanks unto*thee, for I am fearfully and 

wonderfully made ; 
Marvellous are thy works, and that my soul knoweth 
right well. 

My frame was not hidden from thee, when I was made 
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in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts 
of the earth. 

Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being imperfect ; 
And in thy book were all my members written, 
Which day by day were fashioned, when as yet there 

was none of them. 
How dear are thy counsels unto me, O God ! O how 

great is the sum of them ! 
If I should count them, they are more in number than 

the sand. 

When I wake up, I am still in Thy Presence. 

'Man' 
By George Herbert 

My God, I heard this day 
That none doth build a stately habitation 
But he that means to dwell therein. 
What house more stately hath there been, 
Or can be, than is Man ? to whose creation 

All things are in decay. 

For Man is everything 
And more : he is a tree, yet bears more fruit ; 
A beast, yet is or should be, more : 
Reason and speech we onely bring ; 
Parrots may thank us if they are not mute, 

They go upon the score. 

Man is all symmetric, 
Full of proportions, one limb to another, 
And all to all the world besides : 
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Each part may call the farthest, brother, 
For head with foot hath private amitie, 
And both with moons and tides. 

Nothing hath got so far, 
But man hath caught and kept it as his prey ; 
His eyes dismount the highest starrer 
He is in little all the sphere; 
Herbs gladly cure our flesh, because that they 

Find their acquaintance there. 

For us the windes do blow, 
The earth doth rest, heaven move, and fountains 
flow ; 

Nothing we see but means our good, 
As our delight or as our treasure ; 
The whole is either our cupboard of food 
Or cabinet of pleasure. 

The starres have us to bed, 
Night draws the curtain, which the sun withdraws; 
Music and light attend our head, 
All things unto our flesh are kinde 
In their descent and being, to our minde 

In their ascent and cause. 

Each thing is full of dutie ; 
Waters united are our navigation ; 
Distinguished our habitation ; 
Below our drink, above our meat ; 
Both are our cleanlinesse. Hath one such beautie ? 

Then how are all things neate ! 
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More servants waitj on Man 
Than he'll take notice ,oi: in ev'ry path 
He treads down that which doth befriende him 
When sickness makes him pale and wan. 
O mightie love, Man is one world 

,And hath another to attend him. 

Since then, my God, Thou hast 
So brave a palace build, O dwell in it, 
That it may dwell with Thee at last ! 
Till then afford us so much wit, 
That as the world serves us, we may serve Thee, 

And both Thy servants be. 



29 



Digitized by Google 



CHAPTER IV : THE CHARACTER OF 
GOD 

' Certainly there be that delight in giddiness, and 
count it a bondage to fix a belief/ — Bacon, Essay on 
Truth. 

In the Jast chapter we saw that there were two main 
elements in the cultivation of the Presence of God. 

1. Perfect naturalness, which will make us see the 
finger -and purpose of the Divine at work in ' magic 
common things.' 

2. The training and discipline of the mind which 
will foTm a habit of reverence and responsibility, a 
groove of recollectedness in which we shall run, no 
matter what we are about. 

But I am quite prepared for you to exclaim at this 
point : 

* At any rate you might as well tell us what sort 
of Being we are to try to know. Who is God, that 
we should believe on Him ? If we are to cultivate 
this greatest Relationship, we have a right to ask that 
we should be put in possession of the sum-total of 
religious experience as far as it goes at present. Much 
must surely be known. It is your business to give us 
the benefit of that knowledge, and to start us fairly on 
our expedition/ 

Your challenge is a just one, and I will try to meet 
it by giving you nine points to consider. But in doing 
so I must confess that I write with a feeling of reserve. 
There is no subject to which the words of the great 
English divine, Richard Hooker, apply more sternly: 
6 God is in heaven, and thou upon earth, therefore let 
thy words be few.' It is the neglect of this maxim 
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that has called forth such satires as Rupert Brooke's 
' Fish/ at which no doubt you have some time or 
other smiled. You will remember that he represents 
the fish in the simplicity of 1 their nature picturing God 
as like themselves : 

there swimmeth one 
Who swam ere waters yet begun 
Immense, of fishy form and mind 
Squamous, Omnipotent, and kind. 
And under that Almighty Fin, 
The littlest fish may enter in. 

And in that heaven of all their wish, 
There shall be no more land, say fish. 

Now those who argue against exact knowledge 
of God on this wise, forget that we only possess one 
consciousness with which to take hold of Reality, and 
that it is as easy to argue its limitations in one direction 
as in another. If what we call theology in its best 
form is inadequate, and only as near as we can get to 
something which is too great for words, why should not 
the axioms of science and mathematics be equally inade- 
quate ? Theology may need re-statement, and wise 
silence on matters which lie beyond its scope. It 
may need to recognise more fully where it is doubtful 
and limited. But it is only those who have lightly ' 
touched the doctrine of God who will seriously contend 
that the * Fish ' represents it' fairly. We see through 
a smoked glass, in an enigma. But what we see is 
One Whose ways are not the ways of mankind, for they 
go clean contrary to the instincts of fighting, lusting, 
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swearing, cheating, greedy, cynical, and conceited 
humanity. If humanity has perceived and preserved 
these contrary notions, this would seem to argue their 
truth rather than their falsehood. 

Now I see that the word c theology ' has frightened 
you. c Yes,' you reply, "I know what you are about. 
You are going to give me dogma. I hate dogma. It is 
the curse of religion/ 

Let me protest with all my soul against your falling 
into this vulgar error. What you mean to say is that 
false dogma is the curse of religion. * Dogma * simply 
means ' a definite reasoned opinion.' Thus c the earth 
iis flat * is a false dogma. The statement c magnetism 
is a force developed at right angles to the direction of 
motion of a moving corpuscle 9 is also a dogma, which 
I only believe to be true because it comes to me on good 
authority. ' The sun will rise to-morrow ' is a dogma 
which everybody believes, although it can only be shown 
to be believable because it is probable. Do not there- 
fore shrink from dogma if it comes to you on good 
authority, and works in practice when you depend on it. 
The present dislike of religious dogma is simply due to 
a lurking suspicion that it is untrue, in contradistinction 
to the dogmas of science, which nearly everyone accepts 
without a murmur. 

And so to our nine points, which I give you on the 
authority of the stored-up experience of religious people 
as it reaches us to-day ; — and I must confess that I 
believe in them myself and find that they work. 

I. God is a Person. — This does not mean 
that God is exactly like ourselves. It only means that 
He is not less a person than we are persons. We admit 
lhat He is certainly more complex. Our bare experience 
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knows Him as One, yet in Him we discern the Source 
and Governing Principle of all life, the Creative Force 
which indwells and inspires all truth, beauty, and 
goodness, and the Spirit of Love which conditions 
Government and Creation alike. We see no reason for 
not supposing that there are many heights and depths 
of His Being of which we are wholly ignorant. 

2. God is Living and Activ e. — He is 
the Fount and Inspiraticm of all that comes into being, 
and He calls and reckons upon you to join Him loyally 
in His creative activity. 

3. God is Et e r n a l. — He is both old and 
young. It is just as true to depict Him under the guise 
of glowing youth as to conceive Him to be bf infinite 
antiquity. He is from everlasting to everlasting, yet 
He is always new. Both beliefs x are right. 

4. God is Lov e. — From eternity He is utter 
unselfishness. It is Love thsd has constrained Him 
to limit and express Himself in the making of the 
Universe. It ia His Love that has made us capable 
of winning and using our freedom. He could not help 
showing His nature by bringing into existence beings 
akin to Himself, whom He intended to treat as friends. 
The world might have been tidier if He had not, but it 
would have been dull, and lacking in glow. Without 
freedom we should have been machines, and there would 
have been no such thing as religion — or friendship. 
Which do you think would have been better ? 

5. God is Responsiv e. — He is not silent 
and inscrutable. He did not even suddenly wake up 
in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar and 
do something, and then sink back again into inactivity. 
He has responded through all the centuries to the 
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religious seekings of humanity. His Word has come 
to us down the ages * by divers portions and in divers 
manners. . . 

6.For all Practical Purposes, God 
is Jesus of Nazareth. — The beautiful human 
life of Jesus is the central response of God to man. Read 
it and steep yourself in it. You will find many helps to 
doing this nowadays. Some of these I have mentioned 
below. 1 They will enable you* to follow your Gospels 
in a more intelligent way. Jesus the Man is God acting 
in a human frame. He is God's Word made flesh. He 
is the window by which we see into the Mind of God, 
He is also God engaged, subject to time and space, in 
doing the greatest thing He ever did, the Eternal Spirit 
living in terms of manhood upon this planet, and being 
hanged unjustly as though He were a criminal, to prove 
His love for humanity. This ' God-story y (for that is 
the meaning of the worfl Gospel) is unique and central 
for us who live on this earth, and because it is a story 
and not a philosophy it is very precious, since it makes 
it possible to tell quite .simple people what sort of a 

1 The Jesus of History, T. R. Glover. Published by the 

Student Movement. 
The Manhood of the Master, H. E. Fosdick. Published 

by the Student Movement. 
By an Unknown Disciple. Published by Williams & 

Norgate. 

Our Captain, A. H. Gray. Published by Edward Arnold 
(in As Tommy Sees Us). 

Outlines of the Life of Christ, Sanday. Published by T. 
& T. Clark (Newest edition). 

Studies in the Character of Christ, C. H. Robinson. Pub- 
lished by Longmans. 
Use with these for reference : 

Weymouth's New Testament in Modern Speech, or F. H. 
RevelTs Twentieth Century New Testament. 
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Person God is. For this reason, belief in God through 
Jesus with all that follows from it is called the Catholic 
Faith, since Catholic means universal, and there is no 
other belief about God which contains more truth or 
is more fitted for every race and class of humanity, 
nor does it seem likely that there will ever be. (See 
Appendices II and HI.) 

7. God is Himsel f. — This may seem an 
unnecessary statement. A moment's reflection, how- 
ever, will I think convince you that it is not. If there 
is only One God, then there is no duplicate of Him. 
Therefore, taken as a Whole, He is Unique. There 
must in consequence be elements in His Being which 
we cannot parallel, and which therefore we can only 
describe by naming them after something within our 
experience which they more or less resemble. When 
therefore we find, the Frenchman, Jean Calvin, in the 
sixteenth century basing his teaching upon a God who 
is an Absolute Monarch, and wjien we find a New 
Theologian torday personifying ' the word en masse * 
and making the sum total of democracy the object 
of worship — we shall be cautious. God's ways are 
not our ways, and His thoughts are not our thoughts. 
The values of Jesus and His standard for life are seized 
upon by enthusiasts in every age and claimed as their 
own, and it is marvellous to notice how continually 
people return to them after their wanderings ; but 
they remain His, and He remains Himself. He cannot 
really be compared or comprehended. His values aire 
timeless, and are above schools and parties, and when 
we find Him most Himself, then we are nearest to the 
Secret Heart of God. If Jesus calls us to a certain 
way of living, He does not bind us to a temporary code 
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of morals, but to an absolute spiritual view of things 
that must be permanent in life — such, for instance, 
as marriage, the family, mercy and truth, enterprise 
and self-forgetfulness, order and progress. 

8. God is Hol y. — He is the realisation of all 
that you in your best moments value most. He is 
perfect Purity, and Beauty, and Truth, and Splendid 
Generosity, and Utter Unselfishness. This is what 
Jesus means when He says: c Be ye perfect, even as 
your Father which is in heaven is perfect/ It is this 
holiness which gives Jesus that strange appearance 
of isolation among men. He was in the world, but 
not of the world. When we recognise the Divine 
Presence we are at once conscious of a difference in 
standard between Him and ourselves. It is not so 
much our imperfection as the contradictions which 
are the cause of the gulf. We are not in line with 
God. 6 Can two walk together except they be agreed ? ' 
says the Hebrew prophet. c God's Being burns and 
shrivels out of us all incongruities. His Love acts upon 
us like sun-rays upon tissue full of poison germs. Sin 
and disease are facts. Holiness is a fact as well. It 
is only the further fact that it is Loving Holiness that 
prevents it from destroying us in addition to the poison 
we breed. 

9. God isOurFathe r. — You are probably 
so much inured to this idea that you do not in the very 
least grasp what tremendous issues it involves. It 
means that infinitely more than the best and wisest 
fatherhood of which we can think is to be found in 
God. God's family is all-embracing. It takes in 
miners and railwaymen and bankers and lawyers, 
rulers and professional men and artisans. It includes 
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the Germans as well as you, and the Turks' and Hindus 
and Chinese, and all the child-races besides. You 
say that you would not like your sister to be a woman 
of the streets. But the woman of the streets is your 
sister. That is a fact you cannot get over. You seei 
the general conclusion is bound to follow that if God 
is our Father, then we, the human race, are one family 
and should behave as such. Further, God's Fatherhood 
is scrupulously fair. He is kind to the unthankful 
and the evil as well as to the good, and makes His sun 
and rain to profit the just and unjust alike. 1 Above 
all it is this Fatherhood of God that led to the life of 
Jesus and was expressed in it, even to death by torture. 

You had better think that over quietly before you 
go any further, for God is suffering stilL You will find 
the whole matter summed up in the hymn : 

i When I survey the wondrous Cross. 5 * 

I dare say you are beginning to feel by now that 
it is unsuitable for you to claim friendship with such 
a wonderful Person. So it is, for any of us. But 
that is hardly the point. You are not left to consider 
whether you will choose to have Him for the Chief 
of your kinsfolk. He is that already. The point is, 
do you wish to ignore Him and live apart from Him, 
or not ? As a matter of fact, He has taken the first 
step, and asked for your partnership, friendship, and 
co-operation. You will have to take all this seriously, 
won't you, in view of that blood-stained cross ? 

1 So far is He from favouring the good people, that to our 
limited vision He sometimes seems to treat the wicked better than 
the good I ' 

1 Hymns Ancient and Modern, 108. 
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Still, what about your unsuitability ? How are 
you going to get over that ? Well, you will have to 
be very candid. You must tell Him exactly what sort 
of person you are, every bit of it. What do you say — 
* He knows it already/ Yes, of course, but then so 
does the ordinary human father, when his small boy 
has misbehaved. Yet all the same he needs to hear 
it from the boy's own lips, and to know whether he is 
Sorry. That makes all the difference to forgiveness 
and, friendship. But you say : ' I have done that 
before, more than once. Will he not cease to forgive ? * 
No. Certainly not. Do it again. Why on earth 
shouldn't you ? It may hurt your pride, but that's 
a small consideration. At any rate there is* nothing, 
$o far as I have been to discover, which says that a 
man can only repent once, and that if he goes askew 
after that, he is damned as an outsider. I know a 
great many people believe that, but none the less it 
is pure rubbish. If therefore you wish to carry on, 
I shall say to you what Father Brown said to the 
burglar : ' M'sieu, I am ready to hear your confession ! 9 
Of course you are not bound to tell me about yourself. 
You can go to one of your own friends if you prefer it. 
Only bear these three plain facts in mind : (i) It is much 
easier to get a load off your conscience if you can tell 
another person about it. (2) All wrong-doing affects 
society, and therefore must in the end be pardoned by 
and atoned for to society. (3) I am a Minister of God, 
and therefore under strict orders to respect your 
confidence and to help you to find and feel God's 
pardon. 
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'There is no suffering in the world but ultimately 
comes to be endured by God.' — Sir Arthur Quitter 
Couch. 

You are now interposing with another question. 
' Surely,* you say, * you have left something out. Is 
not God Almighty ? I have heard many clergy and 
Christian teachers say that He is, and yet, since the 
war began, some of us have begun to doubt it.* 

You are quite right to bring up this point, and I am 
going to deal with it in this separate short chapter, instead 
of including it as a tenth section in the preceding one. 

God is Almighty in the sense that the Universe is 
ultimately under His control. It is a strange wild 
place, but it is not really out of hand. Yet God is 
subject to the conditions of His own Being. He must 
be true to Himself. If He has determined to create 
for love and by love, and to rule by love, He cannot 
contradict Himself. He has chosen as a matter of 
fact and experience to make the people of this planet 
capable of winning and using freedom. If they mis-use 
that capability, surely He cannot be held to blame. 
The process may seem to us to involve temporal suffer- 
ing and misery, such as we have seen, in these recent 
years to a greater and more obvious extent than in times , 
of peace, but to this objection there are three answers. 
First of all, before we wholly condemn pain as evil, 
it is well to remember how very little we still know 
about the place it is meant to occupy in the scheme 
of events. In the physical world there is much apparent 
pain connected with effort, birth, and the struggle 
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for existence. Yet we do not know how much of it 
is appirent and how much is really felt. We know 
on the other hand that certain races of mankind are 
singularly insensible to pain which we should ourselves 
feel acutely, and also that the sensation of pain is 
enhanced or diminished to a very large extent by 
the mental condition of the sufferer. Whatever the 
philosophy of the various types of faith-healers, there 
can be no doubt that they succeed in neutralising 
pain, and in fostering a spirit which not only bears it 
uncomplainingly but is even able to deny its very 
existence. Moreover, the moral discipline of suffering 
under present conditions sometimes seems to purify 
and refine character* to such an extent that persons 
who have had little or no discomfort in their lives 
actually appear the poorer in character as a conse- 
quence of their immunity. In the second place, we are 
quite clear that God Himself shares in the suffering. 
We hold it necessary to keep all these considerations 
before us, even if we feel bound, as most of us do feel 
bound, to regard suffering as contrary to the final pur- 
pose of God. It touches Him equally with all of us. 
It is perhaps part of the limitation which for a time 
He has put upon Himself. He is the Victim slain from 
the foundation of the world. To the end of the world 
He is in Agony. He is crucified afresh in daily life. 
His sacred Heart is wounded again and again, by the 
callousness and ingratitude of those whom He would 
have for His friends, but who turn against Him, 
despite His patience. In the third place, the final 
victory, of God is certain and assured to all those who 
have that faith which is really the only alternative to 
a suicidal pessimism. 
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The consciousness of the Christians that Jesus won 
the victory when He died on the Cross is really an earnest 
of the final victory — which is not yet won! The fact 
of the Resurrection (i.e* their experience that He was 
alive and triumphant and that His crucifixion was 
not His end and His defeat) is really like the victory 
of the Marne, which gave confidence to the Allied 
Powers to fight on for four years in the belief that 
wrong could not ultimately triumph, although many 
a time during those years the prospect seemed dark. 
The victory when it came was much greater than could 
ever have been hoped — no mere military decision, 
but a moral conquest involving conquerors and con- 
quered alike. Even so, our faith in the ultimate 
Victory of God rests upon our faith in His Love, and is 
not always displayed above the clouds of our doubt, 
but the Victory itself is secure, and will be greater than 
we can ever conceive, when it comes. * We see not yet 
all things subjected unto Him/ but we believe that 
* He must reign till He have put all His enemies under 
His feet, and the last enemy that shall be abolished 
is Death.' 

If you look back, I think you will see that the real 
reason for believing that God is Almighty is bound 
up with the belief in the first nine points that I gave 
you. If these are true, then God is bound to win in 
the end. Even assuming He were not, which is I 
suppose a contradiction, it were surely better to die 
with Him than to contemplate an eternity of com- 
munion with the Devil. So long as we believe stead- 
fastly that the Greatest Person with whom we can hold 
fellowship is Our Father, that He is true to Himself 
as well as to us, that He is Living, Active and Eternal, 
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that He is Loving and Responsive, that He is Holy 
and yet Homely, and that Jesus of Nazareth is the 
effulgence of His glory and the very image of His sub- 
stance, it is not hard to trust Him even in the very 
darkest hours of our earthly existence, and to feel sure 
that 

Love, love that once for all did agonise, 
Shall conquer all things to itself ! if late 

Or soon this fall, I ask not nor surmise, — 
And when my God is waiting I can wait. 
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CHAPTER VI : THE COMMONWEALTH 
OR KINGDOM OF GOD 

* Honour and fortune exist to him who always recog- 
nises the neighbourhood of the great, and always 
feels himself in the presence of high causes.' —Emerson. 

The Universe is the Kingdom of God, and it is 
full of a number of many wonderful things. 1 Its extent 
alone is bewildering to an observer. We have only 
to bear in mind the approximate ninety-three million 
miles which separate us from the body we call the sun, 
in order to be aware of the immense size of the solar 
system. In that system, the earth is only a second-rate 
planet. As far as mere bulk is concerned, it is totally 
outweighted by the giant planets. When however we 
recollect that every star is a sun, and that compared 
with the few thousands which our unaided eyes are 
able to detect, there are, shall we say, a hundred millions 
lying beyond our vision, each it may be with a planetary 
system of its own — we feel that human imagination 
is a beggar. Similarly with regard to the age of the 
earth. Our own history of civilisation, carry it back 
as far as you are able, is a mere episode compared with 
the separate existence of this planet which began some 
eight hundred million^years ago. To take another kind 
of view, it has teen pointed out that in an ©rganism no 
larger than the minute-hand of a dainty watch there is 
an intricacy of construction which might be represented 
by an Atlantic liner packed with such watches. Yet 
in it there is perfect order, and no confusion, while the 

1 The reader will find the details of this paragraph worked 
out in The Bible of Nature* by Prof. J. A. Thomson of Aberdeen, 
published by T. &. T. Clark. 
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number of such organisms in the universe is infinitely 
beyond all human powers of computation. 

Such a universe leaves room for endless possibilities, 
and it is plain that when we go beyond the facts of our 
consciousness as persons, we must be very careful what 
statements we make. Visions of heaven, for instance, 
with their wealth of oriental poetic imagery must not 
be treated as though they were ordnance maps. All 
we know for a certainty is that the saint in his ecstasy 
is as a rule trying to describe things which are beyond 
the measure of words, and that the reality with which 
he is plainly in touch is not less in value than the 
symbol by which he is compelled to describe it to us. 
Similarly we do not know what persons and purposes 
exist under the Divine government in other parts of 
the Universe. All we are actually concerned with is 
the fact that man is entrusted while he is on the earth 
with a wealth of natural endowments, with which to 
carry out the Divine purpose as far as the earth is * 
concerned. Each individual is a free steward, and his 
business is to unite with others in constructing a common- 
wealth, and not to pursue his own selfish ends. The . 
earth is thus probably in comparison rather an excep- 
tionally interesting corner of the -Universe, because it 
is full of free creative beings, capable of behaving as 
friends or foes to its King. Because they are inter- 
mittently selfish and rebellious, the earth is * full of 
darkness and cruel habitations/ It is a distressful 
planet, and is in continual need of guidance and redemp- 
tion. It is essential however that, in the face of much 
that depresses, no one should lose heart. In unison 
with the ancient Hebrew poet he will say : * It is my 
weakness that prompts me to question. To think 
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that the Right Hand of the Most High doth change ! — 
I will make mention of the deeds of the Lord, yea, 
I will remember thy wonders of old.' 1 Progress is 
reaL Redemption is real. The world is on the whole, 
in spite of its many set-backs, better than it was. The 
influence of the Living God upon His people fails not, 
but increases. Past history is a real cordial for droop- 
ing spirits. 

* Where,' you may well ask, i in all this welter of 
change and activity, does the Church come in ? 9 That 
is the last question which I can try to answer here, 
but it is a question which I am undoubtedly bound to 
deal with. 

Beat in mind first that, on this little earth of ours, 
the Church plays a two-fold part : 

(a) She is the spiritual army of occupation whose 
business it is to reduce the planet to order by God's 
own ways of burning love and self-sacrifice, and for 
making known to it His character. 

(b) She is the training-centre, the fellowship in 
which the turbulent inhabitants of the earth learn good 
citizenship. 

The Church therefore is a much older and wider 
thing than Christianity. Even in her visible form she 
began by being Jewish. The Church invisible doubtless 
includes countless individuals gathered out of every 
nation under heaven, who perhaps in some cases only 
unconsciously feared God and worked righteousness. 1 
Yet we are so firmly convinced of the centrality of 
Jesus for this planet as the personal impression and 

1 Ps. lxxvii. xi. 

• Matt. xxv. 37 ; Acts x. 35 1 Rom. iv. 12, ix. 30, x. 20. 
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impact 1 of the Divine character upon the world of men 
and women, that we are able to identify Christianity in 
some form or other with the message of the Church, and 
to speak of the Church as the mystical body of Christ, 
although we can easily contemplate a conversion of 
present-day Christianity into such new religious shapes 
in the future as are yet unknown to us, and which will 
nevertheless when they come breathe a new spirit into 
the whole of civilisation. 

It is said that Jesus founded the Church. But this 
is only true in the sense that He gave a new and wider 
outlook to an institution which He found already 
existing. There is no evidence of His having given 
explicit and detailed instructions upon the whole of 
Church government. What is true is that the Spirit 
of Jesus, Who is the Eternal and Holy Spirit of God, 
is the Guide and Inspiration of the Church, just as He 
is the Guide and Inspiration of the State. The Church 
exists because fellowship is an essential of life. You 
cannot live happily apart from the Church any more 
than you can live happily apart from the State. So 
do not try. You are by nature an incurably social 
being, and fellowship is of the essence of your happiness, 
whether in paying taxes, or holiday-making, or work, 
or suffering, or prayer and worship. This is the real 
root of Institutional religion or Church life, as it is 
variously called. If Jesus had not recognised the 
Church, and her sacraments, it would have been natural 
and human to have adopted them without His sanction, 
as convenient organs of fellowship with Him and one 
another. The only authority needed to support their 

* See Bethune Baker, The Faith of the Apostles' Creed, pp. ix, 
x, and xxxi (Introd.). 
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continuance is the personal experience of those who 
have used them, and who by re-enacting the central 
scenes of His career, have come more vividly to 
visualise His abiding Presence. Yet we need not 
doubt that both Church and sacraments had a place 
in His expressed intention, seeing that He thoroughly 
recognised the social nature of life, and was in the 
habit of sharing sacramental meals with His followers. 
Common worship is also a help to the weaker brethren. 
It cheers and supports in dark and doubtful moments. 
It renews holy memories of past experiences, and 
refreshes the pilgrim on the duller parts of his life's 
journey. A French divine once compared private 
and public prayer as ' La devotion etroite et la grande 
religion.' This is abundantly true. There is a rich- 
ness of intimacy with the Divine and human to be gained 
in family and corporate life, such as no lonely ; soul 
can ever attain to. There are great and stirring tasks 
, for religion to undertake, which no individual can ever 
hope t9 handle in isolation. 

If, then, you want to do the will of God, I counsel 
you to seek membership of the Church*. If you are 
already a member of the Church in any of its branches, 
as I dare say you are, you had better either repudiate 
your membership or ' get on with it.' The times are 
too serious for slackness. True, the Church is not 
perfect, but neither is the State, yet both are elements 
in promoting God's Kingdom that is to be. Try to 
make both better by playing your part, and don't 
stand outside and grouse. Be a genuine working 
member of your own denomination, but look in a 
brotherly spirit upon the members of others, and join in 
making your positive contribution to the common good. 
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Your sole task is The Kingdom. You are out to 
build the Commonwealth of God, 

to prosper and increase 
The Brotherhood of all mankind, the reign of the 
Prince of Peace. 

You are not out to save your own soul, but to serve. 
If by losing your life in the service of God you win it 
again, that is an incident, and not part of your central 
aim. You are chosen by God to make His Kingdom 
on earth a reality, and to win souls to His allegiance. 
God claims your friendship, your high spirit, your 
love of adventure, your service, your living co-operation 
in the working out of His Purpose. Withhold them from 
Him if you like, but in so doing you will be outraging 
the laws of your being, and turning your back upon 
the very object of your existence. 
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NOTE I: THE ALLEGED DECLINE OF 
THE RELIGIOUS CONSCIOUSNESS 

The argument is sometimes heard that the god-con- 
sciousness of the world is on the decline, and that a 
non-religious future awaits mankind. Superficially thi^ 
might seem to be the case. The recent revolution in 
Russia has increased enormously the area in Europe 
in which anti-clericalism and rationalism are prevalent. 
The educated classes of India and Japan are swayed 
by materialism and agnosticism. China has dis- 
established and disendowed her temple system, but 
is not making any mass movement towards Christian 
theism, however ready a minority of her people may 
be to accept it. 

It must be pointed out, on the other hand, (i) that 
the whole contention of the foregoing pages is that 
clear faith belongs to the health of the individual and 
the community, while agnosticism and superstition 
are pathological phenomena due to disturbance or 
decay* 

(2) A revolutionary change in "the expression of 
religious truth is not the same as the disappearance of 
the belief in God. There exists evidence to show that 
the emphasis and importance attached to many of the 
higher elements of human life have fluctuated greatly. 
Art and literature have known their periods of decadence 
and degradation. Musical genius has appeared and 
disappeared in nations with uncanny rapidity. The 
extinction of the Western Empire and the changes 
of the Renaissance and Reformation were^accompanied 
by the destruction of many intellectual landmarks. 
Yet the fact that jhese great periods of change weie 
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followed by periods of reconstruction and settlement 
enables us to view the present situation with equanimity. 
The possible extent of the present revolutionary move- 
ments even the wisest among us can hardly claim to 
predict with any accuracy. But the god-consciousness 
lies deeper than any of its temporary expressions, 
and the historical data of Christianity in origin and 
development cannot be swept aside. God's plan is 
to use man himself for the purpose of arousing in his 
fellow-men their latent enthusiasm, and of stirring to 
life faculties hidden away which they have forgotten 
how to use. Whatever apathy exists is a challenge 
to effort, rather than evidence to lead us to despair. 
On the eve of the world war there was a keen interest 
manifesting itself in the problems of religion, an interest 
which the war has certainly not quenched, however 
much it may have added to those problems. 'The 
democracy of to-day is Christian in its valuation of 
personality, and in its conception of a regenerate 
human society' (Bethune Baker, of. ciu p. 196). 
' Socialism . . . preaches for its own part a metaphysic 
and dogmatic of such an uncompromising and all- 
embracing significance as only a Church has ever 
hitherto done* (Troeltsch, 'The Future Possibilities 
of Christianity '). 
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NOTE II : MODERN RELIGIOUS SUB- 
STITUTES FOR CHRISTIANITY! 



It is not pos§ible or desirable to enter here into a 
detailed account of the numerous experimental cults, 
theosophical societies, and the like, which have in 
recent years manifested themselves. Of one alone, 
Bahaism, we will content ourselves with quoting the 
verdict of an enlightened and sympathetic observer, 
Professor E. G. Browne: 

* The ethical universalism of some of its precepts 
may have been in part due to the impalpable influence 
of general civilisation and the transfusion of occasional 
Gospel teachings into Islam ; but there seems no 
reason to believe that the Bab owed anything directly 
to the New Testament. . . . His teachings are in them- 
selves admirable, though inferior, in my opinion, both 
in beauty and simplicity, to the teaching of Christ. , . . 
The place of Babism in the history of religion will 
probably resemble that to which Christianity might 
have been limited, had it never left its Syrian home 9 
(' Materials for the Study of the Babi Religion 

The new cults as mere novelties are a menace only 
to conventional religion which has lost its savour. 
Where they actually satisfy a deeper need, they do so 
usually because they stress a neglected aspect of 
Christian truth. Occasionally they appeal to some 
sinister craving or trade upon credulity and fear. 

A general verdict, however, may be given in the 
words of Professor Ernst Troeltsch : 

' The Christian forces of life acquire a new significance 
in the face of the feebleness and emptiness of what pass 
for the perfect and independent religious achievements 
of the modern world. ... It is folly to believe that 
for an epoch so deeply rooted in Christianity there 
can ever be a new religion. It will stand or fall with 
the religion that it has/ 
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NOTE III : IS CHRISTIANITY THE 
FINAL RELIGION ? 

It has been usual to maintain that the religion 
centred in Jesus of Nazareth, which gives to Him 
* the value of God,' is the crown and goal of all religious 
development. This is now challenged by some. They 
admit Christianity to be the best of all existing forms 
of religion, but they are not ready to concede that 
it is unlikely to be superseded. It is conceivable to 
them that the whole European Christian civilisation 
might submerge, and that after new ice-periods and 
other strange formations, new and mighty religious 
systems would arise in some future hundred thousand 
years. Those who hold this view would still say that, 
for our Western civilisation, Christianity is absolute, 
and they are 30 sure of the inward truth of Christianity, 
and of its harmony with the strongest and most elemental 
forces of life, as well as of its enormous superiority over 
all other religions that exist, that whatever truth the 
future may bring, it will be compelled, they say, to 
include and enshrine within itself the whole of the 
truth included and enshrined in Christianity. 

Fully to discuss this matter would take a volume 
by itself. Yet it is one which is being given serious 
consideration by religious thinkers, and it may be 
convenient to summarise their arguments, as far as 
they stand at present. 

(i) They stress the remarkable uniqueness of 
Jesus. He is His own best witness — a masterpiece. 
He appeals most completely to the human sense of 
what is of value. (2) All history seems to lead up to, 
or away from, Jesus. He was prepared for by Judaism, 
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and expected by the Gentile world. His impact upon 
humanity has been the theme of history ever since His 
day. (3) All independently created ethical ideals, 
such, for instance, as the Commonwealth of Nations, 
are to be found in the ideals of Jesus. We have to 
go back nearly 2000 years to Palestine to find a pattern 
for life. The best human creations betray at least a 
sub-conscious affinity to the mind of Christ. There is 
something in all the best and honestest achievements 
of human genius on which the seal of the spirit of 
Jesus is set. (4) There is no scientific objection to 
placing the centre of religious development in the 
past. * By far the greater part of apparent progress 
is mere accumulation, false evolution • • • the real 
changes in so short a period as 2000 years must be very 
slight ; progress is by no means uniform. The greatest 
sculptors lived much more than 2000 years ago, and 
what are 2000 years out of the 10,000 years of human 
civilisation, and out of the 150,000 years of mere 
stagnant human existence which seem to have pre- 
ceded them ? 9 (Inge, < Church and the World (5) The 
concept of deity shows signs of evolution. Nevertheless, 
just as genius jumps whole stages of mathematical 
research, and what are called * sports * jump whole 
stages of physical evolution and suddenly arrive at 
something rich and strange, so the religious consciousness 
may, under Divine guidance, jump whole stages of 
evolution and arrive independently at conclusions/ 
which ordinary mortals may never reach, or if they 
do so, then only after long and painful periods of seek- 
ing and adventuring. (6) It is perhaps enough, in con- 
clusion, to point out the universality of the appeal of 
Jesus, as evidenced by the work of missionaries. No 
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other faith has ever so actively been propagated, or 
succeeded in satisfying the needs of such widely different 
types of humanity. The only other great missionary 
religions are (i) Buddhism — a direct contradiction to 
Christianity, as death to life, essentially pessimistic, 
(ii) Mohammedanism, which is a compromise. Both 
are inferior in their ethics. 
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NOTE IV : A RECENT TESTIMONY TO 
THE CHRISTIAN ETHIC 

' The Christian ethic alone, on the ground of its personal 
Theism, has a conception of personality unmarred by 
naturalism and pessimism. On the ground of itd 
belief in a Divine love all-embracing, it alone provides 
a really indestructible socialism. Only the Christian 
ethic gets over the problem of likeness and unlikeness. 
The Christian ethic brings with it something which no 
ordering of the community, however just and rational, 
can completely supply, because in that ordering there 
still remain the incalculable elements, suffering, want, 
and sickness. Charity in the Christian sense alone 
can provide against these. Lastly, the Christian 
ethic puts a goal before the eyes of all, a goal which 
lies beyond the mere relativity of earthly life, and in 
relation to which everything only approximates. The 
thought of the Kingdom of God in the future, (which 
is nothing else than the thought of the complete realisa- 
tion of the Absolute,) does not empty the world of 
its value, as short-sighted opponents have maintained, 
but stimulates the energies of all, and strengthens the 
soul in its conviction of a final future absolute purpose 
and goal to human work, which sustains it through 
all intermediary stages. It overcomes the world 
without negation of it, and it enlists our heroism in 
achieving the conquest * (Ernst Troeltsch, * The Social 
Teaching of Christianity'). 

, It needs to be remembered, in view of the above, 
that Christ is for ever dealing with this life merely 
as the threshold or ante-chamber of the next and 
much greater life. The next age is so soon coming 
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that the regulation of the petty details of this life, if 
not of minor importance is at any rate enormously 
influenced by this wider prospect. God is not the 
God of the dead but of the living, and things which 
seem to us immensely important shrink to insig- 
nificance in the light of immortality. We are very 
poor and flinty-hearted folk if we do not think of the 
whole living kingdom of God as a much bigger world 
than what we actually see. Blessed Mary is not a 
figure in a stained-glass window. She is a person alive 
to-day. The shepherds who once worshipped at the 
manger are still worshipping, and finding other tasks. 
St. Alban, the soldier saint, is quite as much alive as 
Donald Hankey ; Joseph of Arimathea is as much alive 
as the Bishop of London ; St. Francis exists to-day 
quite as truly as Bishop King of Lincoln ; and we may 
hope that they have even met and communed with 
one another. The spiritual life, the realm of persons, 
is a very large state, a great plane of existence, a higher 
dimension of being of limitless extent. Conduct must 
be judged in the light of it. We are to live as beings 
who may die to-morrow and so end our probation 
suddenly ; but we ought to plan with the broad out- 
look of eternity, which will free us from the danger of 
being mean-spirited. This world can only be made 
better by those who hitch their waggons to the heavenly 
bodies, and the best practical reformers are the 
mystics who devote themselves to labour inspired by 
their visions. 
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